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New Research Finds Parent Views of Their Children’s
Academic Progress Are Shifting

Parents reporting their child gets mostly A’s and B’s has dropped 11 points since 2022
Just 4% want their child to go directly into the workforce after high school
New findings reveal parents’ openness to Al in the classroom

Washington, D.C. - For a decade, Learning Heroes’ national research has documented a
persistent gap between how parents perceive their child’s academic performance and how
students are actually performing. Now, that gap is beginning to narrow. Learning Heroes’ tenth
annual national survey finds parents are gaining a more realistic picture of how their children are
doing academically — a shift that could have important implications for student learning and
development. When parents know their child is below grade level, the findings show they are
more likely to take action.

Parents 2026: Shifting Mindsets in a Time of Disruption, a national survey of nearly 2,000
parents and caregivers of K-12 public school students conducted by Edge Research, finds 73%
of parents say their child typically receives mostly B’s or better, down 11 points from 84% in
2022. Parents’ perceptions of grade-level performance are also shifting: 83% believe their child
is at or above grade-level in math, down 9 points from 92% in 2022, while 88% say the same
about reading, compared with 93% in 2022. While this perception gap is narrowing, it remains
substantial: roughly half of students nationally meet grade level expectations on state
assessments, while about three in ten demonstrate proficiency on NAEP.

“After ten years of tracking parents’ perceptions of their children’s grade-level achievement, | am
thrilled to see the data showing that parents are gaining a more realistic understanding of how
their children are doing,” said Bibb Hubbard, founder and CEO of Learning Heroes. “While the
perception gap remains substantial and there is more work to do, this matters because parents
who know their child is behind are more likely to take actions that research shows can improve
student outcomes. With a clearer understanding, parents can make informed decisions on
behalf of their child to ensure they get the support and interventions they need to succeed.”

As parents gain a more realistic picture of their children’s academic progress, their aspirations
remain high. When asked what they would want for their child if money were no object, nearly
three-quarters (73%) want their child to pursue some form of postsecondary education,
including 44% who want their child to attend a four-year college, their top ranked choice. Just
4% want their child to go directly into the workforce after high school.

Parents’ views on Al also challenge a common narrative of resistance to technology in the
classroom. While just 26% are very comfortable with Al tools in the classroom, only 7% are very
uncomfortable, with most parents falling somewhere in between. Their comfort increases when
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they understand how an Al tool works, know safeguards are in place to protect their child’s
personal information, and know teachers have been trained to use it.

“Parents aren’t signaling that they want technology out of the classroom, they’re asking for
transparency and a voice,” said David Park, president of Learning Heroes. “These findings
underscore parents’ desire to be brought in as partners as schools make decisions about Al and
education technology more broadly. They want to understand the why, the what, and how these
tools will benefit their children’s learning, particularly when it comes to building foundational
reading and math skills — as well as the guardrails in place to ensure they are used
responsibly.”

Key Findings
Parents’ aspirations remain high

e Parents are gaining a more realistic picture of how their children are doing, while holding
high aspirations for their child’s life after high school. Nearly three-quarters (73%) want
their children to pursue some form of postsecondary including 44% who want their
children to attend a four-year college.

e Strong academics are central to these aspirations. Among high school parents, 88%
consider strong reading skills and 87% say strong math skills are important for success
after high school.

e Parents are navigating those aspirations amid real uncertainty: 69% worry about paying
for college or postsecondary education, while 68% worry about a job market where roles
are reduced or eliminated by Al.

When parents know their child is behind, they act

e Parents who know their child is below grade level are more likely to take steps to support
their learning, including talking with teachers about academic progress, asking for
additional information and seeking extra support.

e That awareness also changes what parents worry about: among parents who know their
child is below grade level, 79% worry whether their child is meeting grade-level
expectations. They are also more likely to worry about specific academic skills, with 76%
concerned about math compared with 45% of parents who believe their child is on track,
and 68% concerned about reading compared with 39%.

Parents want greater visibility into classroom learning

e Parents want a clearer picture of what their child is learning and how they are doing.
Across parents surveyed, 86% consider it important to know from their child’s teacher
whether their child is meeting grade-level expectations.

e Curriculum creates an opportunity to strengthen that connection. When schools adopt a
new curriculum, 91% of parents want either to be informed or have an opportunity to
provide input.

e When curriculum changes, parents place the greatest importance on information they
can use to understand and support their child’s learning, including examples of
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grade-level work, tools and resources to understand the curriculum, and guidance on
how families and teachers can work together to support learning.

Parents’ views on Al in the classroom are nuanced

e Parents are neither uniformly comfortable nor uniformly opposed to Al in the classroom.
While 26% are very comfortable and 7% are very uncomfortable with Al in the
classroom, 67% fall somewhere in the middle.

e Parents become more comfortable when they can see how an Al tool works, know
safeguards are in place to protect their child’s personal information, and know teachers
have received specific training on how to use it.

e Parents also see potential value in Al: 80% would be likely to use a parent-facing Al tool
designed to help them oversee their child’s education and identify areas where their child
may need support.

With 84% of parents very or somewhat satisfied with their schools, the findings point to a strong
foundation for deeper partnership. Building on that foundation, schools have an opportunity to
give families greater visibility into what their children are learning and how they are progressing.

About Learning Heroes

Learning Heroes’ mission is to accelerate student achievement, school success, and thriving
communities through effective school-home partnerships. For more information, visit
www.bealearninghero.org.

About the Research

Parents 2026: Shifting Mindsets in a Time of Disruption is a national research study from
Learning Heroes, developed and conducted in partnership with Edge Research. The study is
based on an online survey of 1,982 parents of students in public schools from April 30 - May 27,
2026. The survey was conducted in English and Spanish and included oversamples of Black
and Hispanic parents. Data were weighted by gender, race, ethnicity, region, learning difference,
and grade band to be representative of parents nationwide.
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