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Survey Methodology and Objectives

Parents Survey Methodology

Edge Research conducted a national, custom online survey among

K-12 parents of students in public schools (n=1,982). The survey Su rvey Objectives

was conducted in English and Spanish and included the following

oversamples:

Black parents
Hispanic parents

Capture parent mindsets on their children’s education, including parent
worries, priorities, and thoughts about screen time and Al use in schools

Examine parent knowledge of and engagement with new curriculum,
focusing on ELA/reading and math

The data were weighted by gender, race, ethnicity, region, learning
difference, and grade band to ensure data was representative of

parents nationwide.

In some instances, questions about reading and math were split Sample Distribution on Key Metrics:
sampled to enable a deeper dive on each subject while managing

respondent burden.

Geography RacelEthnicity income | |

Northeast 19% Black 14% Under $37k 23%
Fielded April 30 — May 27, 2026 Midwest 21% White 58% $37-under $100k 51%
South 37% Hispanic 24% $100k+ 25%
Note: BIue/Rgd text ingicgte§ statistically sig.nific.:an.t_differenc_:es within West 24% Asian, Pacific 49 m-
subgroups, with blue indicating the number is significantly higher than other Islander
groups and red indicating that the number is significantly lower. Women 57%
Men 43%

A /V indicates a statistically significant difference compared to previous

survey iterations.

LEARNING HEROES 2



Key Themes

College first — then a career. Less engaged but looking for ways in — curriculum is an opportunity.
Parents want their child to get a 4-year Parent teacher conference attendance is at an all time low with just over half of
degree after high school, with only 4% parents participating. Talking to their child’s teacher about their observations about
saying they want their child to go straight how their child is doing academically has dropped by 25% since 2022.

into the workforce. _ , , _ .
When it comes to implementing new curriculum, 91% parents want to be notified or

They are worried about their children's have an opportunity to share their opinion, prioritizing partnering with their child's
well-being (screen time, emotional well teacher, wanting more tools and support learning at home, and knowing what grade
being and peer pressure), as well as level work looks like.

paying for college, their child getting a
good paying job and the risks of Al in the

workforce. 26% of parents are "very comfortable" with Al in the classroom, 7% are "very
uncomfortable", with 67% falling somewhere in the middle.

Tech-lash is more nuanced than the national narrative suggests.

Academic reality coming into focus.

80% of parents report being likely to use an Al-enabled tool to help them personally

Fewer parents report their child is ) . o .
navigate and make decisions about their child's education.

at/above grade level in reading (88%) and

in math (83%) with an 8% drop in "above Three quarters of parents say, "helping students understand how to use new

gra.de Igvel“ since 2022; and fewer report technologies, including Al, responsibly, effectively, and safely" and

their child gets all A's and B’s, an 11% "using tools/technology as part of their instruction to strengthen your child's learning
drop — to 73% in 2026 from 84% in 2022. and development® are important for extremely/very schools. Just over half say

banning cell phones is important, the lowest ranked item.
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Parents’ Shifting Mindsets




Parents’ Aspirations |

4 Year College Tops the List

If money were no object, which of the following would you want your child to do immediately after they complete high school?

Black Hispanic White

Enroll in a Bachelor's degree (4-year college/university) program — 44% 47% 47% 42%

Alternative educational path _ 29% 299%, 27% 31%

Enroll in a technical college/vocational/trade school program 13% 13% 14%, 14%
Enroll in an Associate degree/community college program 12% [— Alternative educational paths 13% 10% 13%
Enroll in an apprenticeship program 4% 3% 4% 4%
Take a year off from school to work, travel, or gain other life
experience _ 15% 14% 13% 15%
Enter the workforce _ 4% 3% 4% 4%
Most Likely to Select 4-year Degree:
*  HH Income $100k+ (55%) Enter the military 2% 2% 2% 2%
*  No IEP/504 (48%)
«  HS Parents (48%) Not sure 5% 4% 5% 5%

+ At/above in both subjects (47%)
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What Keeps Parents Up at Night

As a parent, to what extent do you worry about each of the following?
WO rries A/V indicates a statistically

significant difference compared to
. . a 2022 parent survey.
Extremely/Somewhat worried m Extremely worried P Y

69%A  70%aA 70% 68% 67% 1% 66%
63% A 62% °  60%A

55%  53%  54%

45%

38% 39%

(1)
31% 30% 28% 27% 26% 26% 26% 25% 25%
19% 19% 18% 18% 15% (YA 14%

Being able Your child's Your child Your child Being able Your child Your child Your child Your child Your child Your child

Al replacing Your child  Your child |Your child's|{Your child's
to pay for emotional facing peer facing ajob to paythe finding ajob experiencin spending  using the

gaining the developing your child's being on missing too | math skills || reading
your child's well-being  pressure market bills or career gviolence too much Internetand knowledge life skills, relationship track with many days skills
college/post where many that will pay at school time on social and skills suchas s with their the of school
secondary roles are them screens media neededto  problem peers/other academic
education reduced or enough to safely and be ready for  solving, students  expectation
eliminated live responsibly  college communicat s for
by Al comfortably ion, and (his/her)
teamwork grade

$100k+ HHI 24% $100k+ HHI 16%
+ 0

<$35k HHI 20%
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Changing Context |

Parents Getting More Accurate Signals

Parents indicate how they feel their child is doing
academically in school, where a 5 means the child is
excelling in school academically, a 1 means the child

is struggling academically. What Grades Their Child Typically Gets
8% DROP Grades are Mostly B’s or Better
5 — Your child is excelling academically H 28%V Fewer parents 11% DROP
2019: 36% nationally believe

their child is

academically
3 H 23%A
2019: 18%
No IEP/504: 78%
2 (0]
I 4% Black: 76%
Hispanic: 74%
White: 69%

1 — Your child is struggling academically I 2% 2019 2020 Sept 2021 May 2022 May 2026
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Fewer Parents Rate Their Kids

Above Grade Level Since 2022

Believe Child is At/Above Grade Level
MATH READING

0 ° _ 92Y% 93% 92% 93%
At/Above 91% 92% 87% 927 027 9 . 87% . .

Above

o 44% 42% 43% 44%
0

2019 2020 Feb Sept May May 2019 2020 Feb Sept May May
2021 2021 2022 2026 2021 2021 2022 2026
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Parents Who Know Their Child is Behind,

Worry Differently

As a parent, to what extent do you worry about each of the following?

Worries

(among below grade level in both subjects, n=114)
Extremely/Somewhat worried m Extremely worried

. 90%
89% 83% 85% 86% 85% ° 289% 85% 84% 81% 82%

93% 93%

680A) 71°A)
59%

51% 49% [ 197 [ 45
50% : ° 8% N 457 I oo, I o, I oo I o, o
26%

Your child's] [Your child's| Your child's Being able Being able Your child Your child Yourchild Yourchild Yourchild Yourchild Your child Alreplacing Your child Your child Your child
math skills reading emotional to pay for to paythe finding ajob facing peer beingon facingajob developing gaining the usingthe vyour child's spending experien- missing too

skills well-being your child's bills or career pressure  track with market life skills, knowledge Internetand relation- too much cing many days of
college/post that will pay the where many such as and skills social media ships with timeon  violence at school
secondary them academic  roles are problem neededto safely and their screens school
education enough to expecta- reduced or  solving, be ready for responsibly peers/other (i.e., having
live tions for  eliminated communica- college students  too much
comfortably (his/her) by Al tion, and screen time)
grade teamwork
Ranked by % Bolded numbers are significantly higher than at/above grade level in both subjects.
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Why it Matters | Parents Who Know

Their Child Is Behind, More Likely to Act

Which of the following, if any, you have done during the current school year?

649, m Total m Below Grade Level in Math and Reading (n=114)
° 61% o 62%
60%
56% 57%
53%
47% 48%
38% 39%
32%
0
28% 979, 27%

Help your Attend a Encourage your Talk to your Have your child Take y_our child Ask your child's Ask your Use Al to find Have your
child with parent/teacher child to ask for child's teacher(s) participate in a to the |'b_rary SO teacher for more child's teacher a way for you child work

their conference help in class or about your program held at ~ your child can than report card to provide to help your with a tutor
homework (either in-person have them look observations their school for work on what grades to know extra support child with their outside of

or online) for help online about how your additional they_ are your child's for your child homework school
when they feel child is doing learning, either learning at grade level, such in school
stuck academically before or after school as district-level
the regular tests that
school day happen
throughout the
year
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Parents’ Experience
with Their Children’s School




Parents Mostly Satisfied with Their Child’s School

How satisfied are you with the overall quality of education your child is receiving at their school?

84%

Very/Somewhat satisfied Below
‘ 0 ‘ $37k- Grade At/Above
45% Under  der IEP/504 Black Hispanic White |Levelin Grade

$37k

ELA or Levelin

Math Both
(n=500)

Very satisfied 36% 39% 40% 34% 40% 44% 42% 36% 26% 42%
Total Satisfied 77%  85% 87% 82% 84% 87% 87% 82% 71% 87%

$100k

38%

11%
1]
Very satisfied Somewhat Neutral Somewhat Very dissatisfied

satisfied dissatisfied
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Parents Have High Expectations for Their Child’s School —

Few Rate Schools as Excellent

TIER 1 PRIORITIES
Importance vs. Performance

mmm Extremely Important —Excellent Rating

61% 59%

56% 56% 55%

HS ONLY: Ensure your HS ONLY: Ensure your ES/MS ONLY: Ensure  Provide instruction Make sure you know SPLIT SAMPLE: Make Give students chances Give students

child has strong reading child has the math skills your child has strong using materials that are from your child's sure that educators—  to explore different  opportunities to explore
skills to be successful  to be successful after reading skills to be clear, engaging, and  teacher whether your  not politicians—are career opportunities ideas, topics, or
after high school high school successful in their next effective child is meeting making decisions about through hands-on, real- interests that are
grade expectations for their what students learn in world experiences personally meaningful
grade level the classroom to them

Showing items at least 50% of parents say are “extremely important” LEARNING HEROES 13



Parents Rate Schools Even Lower on Tier 2 Priorities

TIER 2 PRIORITIES
Importance vs. Performance

mmm Extremely Important  =Excellent Rating
48% 47%

43% 41% 41%
31%
) H

ES/MS ONLY: Ensure your  Build strong partnerships Help students understand Use tools/technology as part SPLIT SAMPLE: Give Ban students from having cell

child has the math skills to be among teachers, families, how to use new technologies, of their instruction to parents the opportunity to phones during the school day
successful with "higher level" and their community to including Al, responsibly, strengthen your child's share their opinions about
math (like algebra and above) support student learning effectively, and safely learning and development what students should learn in

in later grades the classroom
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Advancing Student Outcomes |
Connecting Parents & Teachers
Through Curriculum




Few Parents “Love”

How Schools Teach Reading and Math

How parents feel about how their child’s school teaches reading/math
(among those who have some knowledge on each curriculum)

mE[ove it Like it It's OK m Hate it m Not sure

70% Lovel/Like how their child’s school teaches math

ES: 29%; HS: 23% IEP/504: 27%

78% Lovel/Like how their child’s school teaches reading

LEARNING HEROES 16
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Few Parents Are Extremely Confident

in What “Grade Level Content” Looks Like

How confident are you that you know what skills your child should be able to do and
the subject-matter content they should know, in order to be on grade level?

Extremely confident 30%

Pretty confident 48%

Somewhat confident 19%

Black Hispanic  White
Extremely confident 36% 31% 28% 24% 33%
Not that confident 3% Pretty confident 48% 48% 47% 45% 49%
Somewhat confident 15% 18% 20% 25% 16%
Not confident at all | 0% Not that confident 1% 2% 4% 5% 2%
Not confident at all 0% 0% 1% 1% 0%
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Progress and Grades Are the

Default in Gauging Curriculum

Open ended: What would give you confidence that a curriculum is “good” or “effective”? As a
parent, what would you look for to give you that sense?

Child's Progress and Grades _ 29%

“My confidence would come

Age-Appropriate and Challenging Content [ R 24% from my child’s progress. If she
had been struggling in a certain
Observing Child's Independent Comprehension || NG 19% topic and then overtime she
gradually improved then | would
Teacher Communication and Support [ NNEGNEE 18% say the curriculum is working.”

Real-World Skills Application || NNGTEEGGE 17
Student Engagement and Excitement _ 13%

“When my child can effectively

Trust in School System [N 8% explain what she is learning to
me, meaning that she
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving [ I 32 understands it and can apply it

in real world scenarios.”
Hands-On Active Learning [l 6%

Technology and Modern Relevance [l 5%

Coded Responses to Open-Ended Question
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Parents Have High Expectations for Curriculum

How important are each of the following to give you confidence that the
curriculum used by your child’s school is “good” or “effective”?

The curriculum works for all kinds of learners with different learning styles 66%

The curriculum includes opportunities for students

o
to apply their knowledge in real world settings 65%

The curriculum includes training for teachers to teach the curriculum 64%

The curriculum provides resources that can help children with their homework 63%

The curriculum provides parents with actions to take at . Parent_s who know child is
home to support what their child is learning at school 61% behind in both: 69%

The curriculum assesses each student’s grade

level at the beginning and end of the year 61% Black: 67%, Parents who know

child is behind in both: 69%
The curriculum includes training for teachers on how to

communicate with parents about their child's grade level 59%
The curriculum gives students a voice in what and how they learn 58%

SPLIT SAMPLE: The curriculum is based on the
latest research about how children learn

SPLIT SAMPLE: The curriculum is based on
the latest science about how children learn

55%

55% These results are consistent
across learning differences.

The curriculum uses Al to adapt to a student’s knowledge or learning level 36%

LEARNING HEROES 19
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Parents Are Split When It Comes to ELA Curriculum

Please rate your child’s reading/ELA curriculum on each of the following
(Among those who indicate knowing something about the Reading/ELA curriculum; n=944)

m Excellent Very Good Good Fair Poor _ _
Ratings are consistently
lower among:
* HHI <$37K
* IEP/504
* Below grade level in either subject
(o)
39% 41% 39% . 40%
33% o
29% 29% 27% 27%
b 26%
22% 24% 23%
19%
7% 5% 6% 8% 7%
2% 1% 1% 1% 2%

My child can explain what they are  The reading/ELA curriculum tracks my The reading/ELA curriculum shows me ES ONLY: The reading/ELA curriculum ES ONLY: The reading/ELA curriculum

learning child’s progress in their ability to read that my child is on track for success in is based on the science of how lets me know what actions to take at
and understand more complicated the next grade children learn to read home to build upon the reading/ELA
text/passages skills my child is learning in the
classroom

Ranked by % Excellent LEARNING HEROES 20



Even with Al, Reading Whole Books Matters

Agree/Disagree about Reading/ELA
(Received Reading Items, n=976)

m Strongly disagree Somewhat disagree

ES ONLY: | am able to help my child learn to read

It is important for children to read whole books,
instead of just short texts or passages from them

With the growth of Al, it is important that every child is a strong reader

My child is a strong reader

My child loves to read

As long as my child is trying, | don’t care what grades they get in reading/ELA

Neutral Somewhat agree
Disagree

3%

4%
6% I
8% I

1% I8%

270 QY o

m Strongly agree

36%

32%

35%

37%

35%

32%

Agree

88%

Black parents: 97%

White parents: 80%
HHI <$37k: 77%

HHI $100k+: 89%

Black pare
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Parents Offer Less Positive Ratings

for Math Curriculum

Please rate your child’s math curriculum on each of the following
(Among those who indicate knowing something about the math curriculum; n=984)

37%

2 0,
6% 23%

9%
3%

The math curriculum has the right
level of expectations for what my
child should know in math

Ranked by % Excellent

m Excellent

35%

26% 239,

10%
4%

The math curriculum keeps my
child engaged in what they are
learning

% Excellent/Very Good:
HHI $100K+: 67%
HHI $<37K+: 54%

Very Good Good Fair Poor
Below Grade Below Grade
Level in Either Level in Either
36% 37% 34% 32%
33%
27%
25% 509, 24%  23% 22% :
1% 9% 1%
4% 5% 6%

ES/MS ONLY: The math
curriculum sets my child up for
success in higher level math like
algebra or above

The math curriculum is helping my The math curriculum lets me know
child build strong math skills for how to support, from home, what
their life and future my child is learning in the
classroom

% Excellent/Very Good:
IEP/504: 56%
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Higher-Level Math | Parents Want

Their Kids to Learn It, but Don’t See It as Vital

Agree/Disagree about Math
(Received Math Items, n=1,006)

m Strongly disagree Somewhat disagree Neutral Somewhat agree  m Strongly agree

Disagree Agree

It is important for my child to learn “higher level” math, like algebra, or above 7%' 36% 75%

HHI $100K+: 82%

| can help my child with their math learning 10%. 39% 78%

HHI $100K+: 86%

ES: 83%; HS: 72%
These days, learning higher level math, like algebra, is less important A 13% ENG 349 240 0
I: to be successful in life than it was when | was in school 23% e % o /o 58%

HHI $100K+: 49%
As long as my child is trying, | don’t care what grades they get in math 31 % 14% 28% 48%

LEARNING HEROES 23
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Parents Want to Be Aware of New Curriculum;

Half Have Shared Their Thoughts

Have you ever shared your thoughts or opinions with your If your child's school was thinking about using a new curriculum,
school's teachers or administrators about what topics should which of the following comes closer to your point of view?
be taught as part of a curriculum used by your child's school?

91%

|
\ 56%

50 % Results are consistent

across demographics 35%
Have Shared

Thoughts

6%
| want the school to ASK | want the school to | do not need to receive
ME FOR MY OPINION  NOTIFY if they are information about the
about the new using a new curriculum, curriculum my child's
curriculum before they but | do not need to be school uses
start using it involved in
Black parents (59%) conversations about

IEP/504 (63%) which curriculum to use
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Most Important | Parents Want to Know

How They Can Help

In general, if your child’s school were to adopt a new curriculum, how important is it
for them to share information with you on each of the following?

(% very important)

When asked which is the MOST important, these two rise to the top.

What tools and resources are available for
parents/families to understand the new curriculum

How parents and teachers can partner to support learning in
the classroom, at home, and in afterschool settings

What is different about the new curriculum

Examples of what “grade level” work
looks like from the new curriculum

Why a change to the curriculum is being made

How much time students will be
required to be on screens in class

51%

61%

59%

59%

58%

58%

Hispanic parents (56%)

Black parents (64%)
HH Income $100k+ (64%)

HH Income $100k+ (64%)

Black parents (63%)
HH Income $100k+ (66%)
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Parents Still Unsure About Al Tools in Classrooms

Overall, how comfortable are you with your child's teacher having your child use Al
tools in the classroom?

67% in the middle

Most Likely to be Very
Comfortable with Al Tools:

HH Income $100k+ (30%

>
36%
26%

Very Comfortable Somewhat Neutral/Not Sure Somewhat Very
Comfortable Uncomfortable Uncomfortable
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Only 1-in-4 Are Very Comfortable with

Voice-Activated Al Tools in the Classroom

Overall, how comfortable would you be with your child's teacher allowing students to use
voice-activated Al tools in the classroom?

Comfort with Voice-activated Al Tools
69% in the middle

35%
24% 23%
1%

Very Comfortable Somewhat Neutral/Not Sure Somewhat Very Uncomfortable
Comfortable Uncomfortable

Most Likely to Be Very
Comfortable with Voice-
Activated Al Tools:

HH Income $100k+ (30%)
IEP/504 (27%)
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Key to Comfort with Al Tools in Class |

Access to the Tool

Let’s say your child’s school district wants its students to use a new Al tool in their classrooms. Would
having this information about the Al tool would make you much more comfortable with your child using it in
the classroom, somewhat more comfortable, or would it have no effect?

® Much more comfortable Somewhat more
Parents are given access to the tool to see how it works 87%
The tool has safeguards that protect your child’s personal data 86%
and information ¢
The tool can be highly personalized to the way your child learns 85%
The teacher received specific training on how to use the tool to 85%
support learning °
The tool provides information and resources to parents so they 86%
can support their child’s learning at home °
Education experts helped to develop the tool 83%
The tool is based on the science of how students learn 83%
Organizations you trust are connected with/endorse the tool 80%

Ranked by % much more comfortable
LEARNING HEROES 28



Parents in the Driver’s Seat |

Likely to Use a Parent-Facing Al Tool

Likelihood to use Parent Al Tool

Based on this description, if you had
access to this tool, how likely would

you be to use it? 80% likely to use a
parent Al tool

Black parents are more
likely to use (86%)

Imagine there is a new Al tool
specifically for parents/caregivers.
The tool is designed to make it easier

to oversee and manage their child’s 429
7 (1)
education. 38%
Parents/caregivers can upload their
child’s schoolwork, tests, and

homework into the tool, as well as
teacher comments and results on
assessments/year-end tests.

S ke
Very likely Somewhat  Neither likely = Somewhat  Very unlikely

The tool also includes safeguards to likely nor unlikely unlikely
protect the child’s personal
information.
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Majorities Say All Features Would Be Helpful

Helpfulness of Parent Al Tool Features
m Extremely Helpful Very Helpful

The Al tool reminds you when your child has upcoming important tests

0,
or assignments 74% |EP/504 (77%)

The Al tool reviews/summarizes your child’s results on tests, quizzes,

0, )
homework to identify child’s strengths and areas they may need support 74% HH Income $100k+ (81%)

The Al tool develops a plan that provides specific ways for you to help

0,
your child, based on your child’s needs 74%
The Al tool reminds you of important dates, such as an upcoming 749,
parent/teacher conference, summer school sign-ups, etc. 0
The Al tool provides links to resources/practice problems so that at 739,
home, you can support what your child is learning in the classroom °
The Al tool responds to your questions about your child’s academics 73%
The Al tool connects you to local, free opportunities to help your child 790,
progress academically 0
The Al tool creates emails to send your child’s teacher to get more 66% IEP/504 (70%)

information about how your child is doing in class
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Implications & Opportunities

#1 | Parents who know their child
is behind, are more likely to
take actions in support of
their children’s learning.

#2 | Parents are eager to
support their children’s
learning through their
curriculum.

#3 | Parents are not signaling
they want to get rid of
technology in the classroom,
but they want transparency.

OPPORTUNITY | Build on the

momentum with more parents having

a realistic view of their children’s
grade level ability. Parents are
problem-solvers and are more likely

to take action, like enrolling their
child in tutoring, when they have a
holistic understanding of their
children’s progress.

OPPORTUNITY | Parents want to
understand what their child is
learning and how to help. The shift to
evidence-based curriculum creates
an opportunity to build a stronger
bridge between classroom learning
and support at home.

OPPORTUNITY | Ensure parents
are brought in as partners as Al

and ed tech policies are developed.
They want to know the why, the what,
and how their children will benefit
from these tools when it comes to
building their foundational reading
and math skKills.
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Contact

Bibb Hubbard
Founder & CEOQO, Learning Heroes

bhubbard@learningheroes.org

Adam Burns
Executive Vice President, Edge Research
burns@edgeresearch.com

Follow us on Instagram: Follow us on Linkedin: Like us on Facebook: Follow us on Twitter:
@learning.heroes @learning-heroes-us /Bealearninghero @bealearninghero
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