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Survey Methodology and Objectives
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Parents Survey Methodology

Edge Research conducted a national custom, online survey among 

parents of K-12 students in public schools (n=1982, including n=398 

among NYC parents).  The survey was conducted in English and 

Spanish and included the following oversamples:

☆ Black parents

☆ Hispanic parents

☆ New York City parents

The data were weighted by gender, race, ethnicity, region, learning 

difference, and grade band to ensure data was representative of 

parents nationwide.  Similar processes were employed to ensure the 

NYC parent sample was representative of NYC parents, writ large. 

In some places, questions about reading and math were split 

sampled to enable a deeper dive on each subject while managing 

respondent burden.

Fielded April 30 – May 27, 2026

Income

Under $37k 20%

$37-under $100k 44%

$100k+ 36%

Survey Objectives

☆ Capture parent mindsets on their children’s education, including parent 

worries, priorities, and thoughts about screen time and AI use in schools

☆ Examine parent knowledge of and engagement with curriculum, focusing on 

ELA/reading and math

☆ Among NYC parents, assess perspectives on NYC Solves and NYC Reads 

including messaging to garner support

Geography

New York County (Manhattan) 31%

Queens County (Queens) 15%

Bronx County (The Bronx) 21%

Kings County (Brooklyn) 31%

Richmond County (Staten Isl.) 2%

Gender

Women 59%

Men 41%

Race/Ethnicity

Black 27%

White 32%

Hispanic 35%

Asian, Pacific 

Islander
12%Note: Blue/Red text indicates statistically significant differences between 

subgroups, with blue indicating the number is significantly higher than other 

groups and red indicating that the number is significantly lower.

▲/ indicates a statistically significant difference compared to previous 

survey iterations.

NYC Sample Distribution on Key Metrics:



Key Takeaway & Findings | 
NYC Families Poised to Partner 

☆ Overall Takeaway: NYC parents/caregivers are a model to look towards nationally – they have higher standards for their 

school’s curricula, and they want to stay informed. Similarly, they rate their children’s math and ELA/reading curricula higher than 

parents nationwide, and they report higher, overall satisfaction with their child’s school than their national counterparts. NYC 

parents are more likely to have voiced their opinions about curriculum content than parents nationally, and over 9-in-10 want 

to be told of a curriculum change before it happens.  While NYC parents are more likely to have asked their teacher if their 

child is on grade level than parents nationally, they are less engaged than their national counterparts.

☆ Key Findings:

• Awareness of NYC Reads & Solves has increased by 13 points in reading and 15 points in math since the October 2025 

parent poll, with almost 40% of NYC parents/caregivers reporting they “love” how their child’s school teaches reading and 

math.  These sentiments far outpace what parents, nationally, feel about how their child’s schools tackle those 

subjects.

• When it comes to what is most important for schools to do, NYC parents/caregivers prioritize building foundational reading and 

math skills for their children, with NYC parents rating their schools higher on these measures than parents nationally. 

NYC parents/caregivers who know their child needs extra help in reading and/or math place these educational 

concerns on par with worries about their child’s well being.  

• Parents want to partner in their child’s learning, with visibility into their child’s curriculum and the classroom. 

Qualitatively, they feel as though they are on the “outside looking in,” when it comes to curriculum changes.  They prioritize 

partnership with teachers, looking for examples of grade-level work and guidance for how they can support learning at 

home aligned to what is happening in the classroom.
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NYC Reads & Solves | 
Opportunity for Sustained Success



Have you heard of NYC Reads?
(% yes)

59%▲

46%
55%

May-26Oct-25Apr-24

+13
39%▲

24%

May-26Oct-25April-24

Have you heard of NYC Solves?
(% yes)

N/A

+15

White Parents: 53%

Parents of those with IEP/504: 47%

HS Parents: 26%

Parents <$37k HHI: 24%

Parents $100k+ HHI: 67%

36%25%

NYC Solves Schools 

57%43%

NYC Reads Schools
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Increasing Awareness of Reads & Solves



Around 4-in-10 NYC Parents Know about Recent 
Changes to Curriculum in Math or Reading
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34%

3%

22%

27%

38%

41%

None of the
above

Some other
subject

Social
Studies/History

Science

Reading/ELA

Math

Have you heard, read, or seen anything about New York City Public Schools implementing new curriculum in 

any of these subjects in the last two years? 

NYC Reads 

Schools

NYC 

Solves 

Schools

ES MS HS Black Hispanic White IEP/504
No 

IEP/504

38% 43% 45% 47% 30% 41% 32% 55% 47% 35%

41% 40% 45% 36% 30% 39% 36% 41% 45% 30%

21% 35% 23% 34% 25% 25% 20% 33% 35% 19%

24% 25% 21% 24% 19% 24% 21% 20% 29% 14%

7% 7% 1% 8% 2% 2% 2% 1% 4% 3%

37% 31% 29% 27% 49% 37% 40% 28% 20% 50%



54%

35%

8% 2% 0%

47%▼

39%

9%
4%

0%

Very satisfied Somewhat
satisfied

Neutral Somewhat
dissatisfied

Very dissatisfied

Oct. 2025 May-26

How satisfied are you with the overall quality of education your child is receiving at their school?

NYC Parents are Satisfied with their Kids’ Education
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Very/Somewhat satisfied

86% Under 

$37k

$37k-

under 

$100k

$100k+ Black Hispanic White

Below 

Grade Level 

in ELA or 

Math
(n=102)

At/Above 

Grade Level 

in Both

Very satisfied 48% 43% 52% 51% 45% 47% 35% 52%

Total 

Satisfied
72% 88% 92% 90% 83% 93% 72% 91%

These results are consistent 

across borough.

National: 38%



NYC Parent Actions | Helping with Homework 
Tops the List
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51%

46%

43%

42%

35%

33%

30%

26%

22%

20%

Help your child with their homework

Attend a parent/teacher conference (either in-person or online)

Encourage your child to ask for help in class or have them look for
help online when they feel stuck

Talk to your child's teacher(s) about your observations about how your
child is doing academically

Ask your child's teacher for more than report card grades to know your
child's grade level

Have your child participate in a program held at their school for
additional learning, either before or after school

Take your child to the library so your child can work on what they are
learning at school

Ask your child's teacher to provide extra support for your child in
school

Have your child work with a tutor outside of school

Use AI to find a way for you to help your child with their homework

Which of the following, if any, you have done during the current school year?

Higher for ES parents (36%), HS parents 

(38%), and Black parents (44%)

Higher for white parents (36%)

HHI $100k+ (36%)

64% 

Have taken at least 3 

of these actions

68% Nationally

National

64%

56%

53%

47%

27%

29%

28%

23%

19%

19%



50%

30%

13%

12%

5%

13%

3%

1%

4%

Enroll in a Bachelor’s degree (4-year college/university) program

Alternative educational path

Enroll in a technical college/vocational/trade school program

Enroll in an Associate degree/community college program

Enroll in an apprenticeship program

Take a year off from school to work, travel, or gain other life
experience

Enter the workforce

Enter the military

Not sure

Parents’ Aspiration | Get a 4-year Degree 

If money were no object, which of the following would you want your child to do immediately after they complete high school?

Alternative educational paths 

Black Hispanic White

45% 47% 63%

30% 29% 23%

15% 12% 9%

13% 11% 8%

2% 6% 6%

17% 13% 10%

3% 3% 1%

2% 1% 2%

2% 6% 3%
These results are consistent 

across grade band.

Most Likely to Select 4-year Degree:

• White parents (63%)

• No IEP/504 (62%)

• College-educated (61%)

• No diagnosed or suspected learning diff. (57%)

• HHI $100k+ (59%)
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34%

49%

14%

2%

0%

Extremely confident

Pretty confident

Somewhat confident

Not that confident

Not confident at all

Parents are Not Completely Confident They Know 
What “Grade Level Content” Looks Like
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Black Hispanic White IEP/504 No IEP/504

Extremely confident 45% 25% 39% 30% 38%

Pretty confident 39% 54% 47% 50% 49%

Somewhat confident 14% 17% 13% 19% 9%

Not that confident 1% 4% 1% 2% 0%

Not confident at all 1% - - - 0%

How confident are you that you know what skills your child should be able to do and the subject-matter content 

they should know, in order to be on grade level? 

83% 
Confident

National: 78%



37%

39%

35%

39%

41%

44%

43%

39%

16%

14%

19%

19%

4%

2%

3%

3%

Reading (NYC Reads
Schools)

Reading (All Respondents)

Math (NYC Solves Schools)

Math (All Respondents)

NYC Parents in Reads/Solves Schools Rate Curricula 
Similarly to NYC Parents Overall

LEARNING HEROES

How parents feel about how their child’s school teaches math/reading
(excludes those who indicate they know “nothing” about the respective curricula)

Love It:

Above Grade Level in Math: 48%

HHI $100k+: 51%

National: 31%

Love It:

Above Grade Level in Math: 57%

White parents: 53%

HHI $100k+: 50%

National: 27%

78% Love/Like how their child’s school teaches math

83% Love/Like how their child’s school teaches reading/ELA

78% Love/Like how their child’s school teaches math

79% Love/Like how their child’s school teaches reading/ELA

11

Love it Like it It’s OK Hate it Not sure



Parents Want to Connect with the 
Curriculum and the Classroom



48%

60%

61%

62%

63%

63%

63%

64%

65%

65%

68%

The curriculum uses AI to adapt to a student’s 
knowledge or learning level 

The curriculum is based on the latest research about
how children learn

The curriculum works for all kinds of learners with
different learning styles

The curriculum includes training for teachers on how to
communicate with parents about their child's grade level

The curriculum provides parents with actions to take at
home to support what their child is learning at school

The curriculum is based on the latest science about how
children learn

The curriculum includes training for teachers to teach
the curriculum

The curriculum provides resources that can help
children with their homework

The curriculum gives students a voice in what and how
they learn

The curriculum includes opportunities for students to
apply their knowledge in real world settings

The curriculum assesses each student’s grade level at 
the beginning and end of the year

NYC Parents Have High Expectations for Curriculum

LEARNING HEROES

How important are each of the following to give you confidence that the curriculum 

used by your child’s school is “good” or “effective”?
(% very important)

The Bronx: 81%

National: 36%

HHI $100+: 58%

The Bronx: 77%

National: 61%

Black Parents: 74%

Black Parents: 72%

IEP/504: 60%

National: 58%

The Bronx: 81%
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37% 35% 33%
29%

25%

35% 36%
39% 38% 40%

15%
19% 21%

25% 24%

9% 7%
3% 4% 4%2% 2% 1% 1%

5%

My child can explain what they
are learning

The reading/ELA curriculum
shows me that my child is on
track for success in the next

grade

The reading/ELA curriculum 
tracks my child’s progress in 

their ability to read and 
understand more complicated 

text/passages

ES ONLY: The reading/ELA
curriculum is based on the

science of how children learn to
read

ES ONLY: The reading/ELA
curriculum lets me know what

actions to take at home to build
upon the reading/ELA skills my

child is learning in the
classroom

Excellent Very Good Good Fair Poor

NYC Parents Offer High Ratings on the Reading/ELA 
Curriculum, but with Room for Growth

LEARNING HEROESRanked by % Excellent

Please rate your child’s reading/ELA curriculum on each of the following
(Among those who indicate knowing something about the Reading/ELA curriculum; n=195)

Below Grade 

Level in Either 

25%

Below Grade 

Level in Either 

17%

There are no statistically 

significant differences among 

NYC Reads schools. 

14



8% 13% 33%

33%

35%

27%

34%

35%

29%

49%

47%

58%

54%

53%

As long as my child is trying, I don’t care what grades they get in reading/ELA

My child loves to read

My child is a strong reader

It is important for children to read whole books, instead of just short texts or
passages from them

With the growth of AI, it is important that every child is a strong reader

ES ONLY: I am able to help my child learn to read

Agree/Disagree about Reading/ELA
(Received Reading Items, n=199)

Strongly disagree Somewhat disagree Neutral Somewhat agree Strongly agree

NYC Parents are Supporting Reading at Home
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88%

88%

85%

83%

83%

62%

Disagree Agree

3%

3%

4%

7%

9%

21%

National: 80%

National: 72%

<$37K HHI: 66% 



32% 32% 31% 31% 30%

40%
37% 35% 34% 36%

23%
20% 19%

25%
21%

4%
9%

12%
8% 10%

1% 2% 2% 1% 2%

ES/MS ONLY: The math
curriculum sets my child up for

success in higher level math like
algebra or above

The math curriculum has the right
level of expectations for what my

child should know in math

The math curriculum keeps my
child engaged in what they are

learning

The math curriculum is helping my
child build strong math skills for

their life and future

The math curriculum lets me know
how to support, from home, what

my child is learning in the
classroom

Excellent Very Good Good Fair Poor

12%14%

While Overall Ratings are Strong, There is Opportunity for 
Growth within the Math Curriculum

LEARNING HEROESRanked by % Excellent

Please rate your child’s math curriculum on each of the following
(Among those who indicate knowing something about the math curriculum; n=194)

There are no statistically 

significant differences among 

NYC Solves schools. 

HHI<$37K: 15%

Below Grade 

Level in Either 

26%

Below 

Grade 

Level 

in 

Either 

27%

16

National: 22%



No IEP/504: 91%

20%

12%

10%

17%

29%

29%

33%

41%

38%

24%

27%

46%

44%

48%

As long as my child is trying, I don’t care what grades they get in math

These days, learning higher level math, like algebra, is less important to
be successful in life than it was when I was in school

I can help my child with their math learning

Kids can get better at higher level math, like algebra and above, with
support

It is important for my child to learn “higher level” math, like algebra, or 
above

Agree/Disagree about Math
(Received Math Items, n=199)

Strongly disagree Somewhat disagree Neutral Somewhat agree Strongly agree

Parents Agree that Learning Higher Level Math is Important 
but Not Necessarily a “Must-Do” for Future Success
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85%

85%

79%

56%

53%

Disagree Agree

4%

5%

11%

29%

29%

No IEP/504: 93%

$100K+ HHI: 66% 

National: 72%

No IEP/504: 44%



Parents Want to Be Asked for Their Input 
about a New Curriculum
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61% 
Have Shared 

Thoughts

Have you ever shared your thoughts or opinions with your 

school's teachers or administrators about what topics should 

be taught as part of a curriculum used by your child's school? 

41%

51%

6%

I want the school to
ASK ME FOR MY

OPINION about the
new curriculum before

they start using it

I want the school to
NOTIFY if they are

using a new
curriculum, but I do

not need to be
involved in

conversations about
which curriculum to

use

I do not need to
receive information

about the curriculum
my child's school uses

If your child's school was thinking about using a new curriculum, 

which of the following comes closer to your point of view? 

Black Hispanic White

42% 32% 48%

Higher among those with an IEP/504 (70%)

National: 50%



57%

58%

62%

62%

62%

64%

Examples of what “grade level” work looks like from the new 
curriculum

Why a change to the curriculum is being made

What is different about the new curriculum

How much time students will be required to be on screens in
class (i.e., how much screen time is required)

How parents and teachers can partner to support learning in the
classroom, at home, and in afterschool settings (such as

libraries, Boys and Girls Clubs, etc.)

What tools and resources are available for parents/families to
understand the new curriculum

Most Important: Parents Want to Know How 
They Can Help
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In general, if your child’s school were to adopt a new curriculum, how important is it for them to share 

information with you on each of the following?

When asked which is the MOST important, these two rise to the top.

Higher among those WITHOUT an 

IEP/504 (70%) 

Higher among MS (69%) 

Lower among National (51%)

Lower among Hispanic parents (53%), 

those with an IEP/504 (55%), 

and HH income under $37k (52%)



Less Than 4-in-10 NYC Parents are Very Comfortable 
with AI Tools in Class
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38%
35%

19%

6%
2%

Very
Comfortable

Somewhat
Comfortable

Neutral/Not
Sure

Somewhat
Uncomfortable

Very
Uncomfortable

Overall, how comfortable are you with your child's teacher having your child use AI tools in the classroom? 

More Likely to Be Very 

Comfortable with AI Tools:

• HH Income $100k+ (50%)

60% in the middle

National: 67%

Less Likely to Be Very 

Comfortable with AI Tools:

• National (26%)

• Hispanic parents (29%)



Fewer are Very Comfortable with 
Voice-Activated AI Tools
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32%
36%

20%

8%
3%

Very
Comfortable

Somewhat
Comfortable

Neutral/Not
Sure

Somewhat
Uncomfortable

Very
Uncomfortable

More Likely to Be Very 

Comfortable with AI Tools:

• HH Income $100k+ (46%)

• IEP/504 (36%)

64% in the middle

Less Likely to Be Very 

Comfortable with AI Tools:

• National (24%)

• Hispanic parents (22%)

• HH Income <$37K (16%)

Overall, how comfortable would you be with your child's teacher allowing students to use 

voice-activated AI tools in the classroom? 



Transparency and Connection are Key to Parental 
Comfort with AI

LEARNING HEROES 22

85%

87%

88%

90%

88%

90%

90%

91%

47%

48%

50%

51%

55%

55%

56%

59%

Organizations you trust are connected with/endorse the
tool

The tool is based on the science of how students learn

The teacher received specific training on how to use the
tool to support learning

The tool can be highly personalized to the way your child
learns

Education experts helped to develop the tool

The tool has safeguards that protect your child’s personal 
data and information

The tool provides information and resources to parents so 
they can support their child’s learning at home

Parents are given access to the tool to see how it works

Much more comfortable Somewhat more

Let’s say your child’s school district wants its students to use a new AI tool in their classrooms. Would 

having this information about the AI tool would make you much more comfortable with your child using it in 

the classroom, somewhat more comfortable, or would it have no effect? 

Black Hispanic White

61% 54% 60%

61% 52% 56%

56% 47% 60%

53% 53% 57%

49% 43% 61%

50% 53% 47%

47% 37% 52%

43% 43% 53%

(% Much more comfortable)

Ranked by % much more comfortable

National: 52%

National: 45%

National: 44%

National: 38%



Black and Hispanic Parents Feel Less Assured about 
AI tools than White Parents

LEARNING HEROESRanked by % Much more/somewhat more comfortable

How comfortable parents would feel about a new AI classroom tool if they 

received the following information

% much more/somewhat more comfortable Total Black Hispanic White
<$37k 

HHI

$37-$99k

HHI

$100k+

HHI
IEP/504

No 

IEP/504

Parents are given access to the tool to see how it works 91% 88% 90% 95% 90% 88% 95% 92% 89%

The tool provides information and resources to parents so they can support their 

child’s learning at home
90% 86% 88% 93% 90% 88% 93% 92% 88%

The tool has safeguards that protect your child’s personal data and information 90% 86% 84% 96% 86% 86% 96% 91% 88%

The tool can be highly personalized to the way your child learns 90% 86% 85% 95% 90% 89% 91% 93% 86%

The teacher received specific training on how to use the tool to support learning 88% 84% 85% 92% 88% 86% 91% 91% 86%

Education experts helped to develop the tool 88% 80% 85% 94% 82% 86% 94% 88% 87%

The tool is based on the science of how students learn 87% 84% 81% 94% 84% 86% 92% 91% 83%

Organizations you trust are connected with/endorse the tool 85% 79% 80% 95% 78% 83% 91% 85% 84%

Only significant differences by grade band: 95% of HS Parents are more 

comfortable if “Parents are given access to the tool to see how it works”
23



NYC Parents | From Mindset to Action



Foundational Skills Remain a Priority, as is Knowing if 
their Child is on Grade Level 

LEARNING HEROES

83%

84%

87%

86%

87%

80%

83%

51%

52%

52%

54%

55%

58%

59%

Extremely Important Pretty Important

Ranked by % Extremely Important

Parents’ Priorities for Their Child’s School | How important is it for your child's school to do each of the following? 

HS ONLY: Ensure your child has the math skills to be successful 

after high school

HS ONLY: Ensure your child has strong reading skills to be 

successful after high school

ES/MS ONLY: Ensure your child has strong reading skills to be 

successful in their next grade

Make sure you know from your child's teacher whether your child is 

meeting expectations for their grade level

Provide instruction using materials that are clear, engaging, and 

effective

ES/MS ONLY: Ensure your child has the math skills to be 

successful with "higher level" math (like algebra and above) in later 

grades

Give students opportunities to explore ideas, topics, or interests 

that are personally meaningful to them

FIRST TIER PRIORITIES
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The Use of New Technology and Cell Phone Bans 
Reside in the Bottom Tier of Priorities

LEARNING HEROES

61%

71%

77%

82%

85%

82%

82%

33%

41%

43%

45%

48%

48%

49%

Extremely Important Pretty Important

Ranked by % Extremely Important

Parents’ Priorities for Their Child’s School | How important is it for your child's school to do each of the following? 

Build strong partnerships among teachers, families, and their community 

to support student learning

SPLIT SAMPLE: Make sure that educators—not politicians—are 

making decisions about what students learn in the classroom

Give students chances to explore different career opportunities through 

hands-on, real-world experiences

Use tools/technology as part of their instruction to strengthen your 

child's learning and development

Help students understand how to use new technologies, including AI, 

responsibly, effectively, and safely

SPLIT SAMPLE: Give parents the opportunity to share their opinions 

about what students should learn in the classroom

Ban students from having cell phones during the school day

SECOND TIER PRIORITIES
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National 
(ex/very 

good)

61%

67%

63%

62%

55%

61%

64%

71%70%

71%

71%

71%

74%

72%

73%

73%

32%

32%

32%

34%

34%

37%

38%

40%

Excellent Very Good

NYC Parents Rate Schools Significantly Higher than 
Parents Nationally in Developing Foundational Skills

LEARNING HEROES

Ranked by % Excellent

Parents Rating Their Child’s School | How would you rate your child’s school on each of the following?

ES/MS ONLY: Ensure your child has the math skills to be successful with 

"higher level" math (like algebra and above) in later grades

ES/MS ONLY: Ensure your child has strong reading skills to be 

successful in their next grade

Provide instruction using materials that are clear, engaging, and effective

Build strong partnerships among teachers, families, and their community 

to support student learning

SPLIT SAMPLE: Make sure that educators—not politicians—are making 

decisions about what students learn in the classroom

Give students chances to explore different career opportunities through 

hands-on, real-world experiences

HS ONLY: Ensure your child has the math skills to be successful after 

high school

HS ONLY: Ensure your child has strong reading skills to be successful 

after high school

FIRST TIER RATINGS

27



61%

63%

69%

69%

58%

68%

28%

30%

31%

31%

32%

32%

Excellent Very Good

National 
(ex/very 

good)

61%

51%

67%

61%

56%

55%

NYC Parents Provide Lower Ratings on Teachers 
Sharing Grade Level Expectations 

LEARNING HEROES

Ranked by % Excellent

Parents Rating Their Child’s School | How would you rate your child’s school on each of the following?

Give students opportunities to explore ideas, topics, or interests that are 

personally meaningful to them

Ban students from having cell phones during the school day

Make sure you know from your child's teacher whether your child is 

meeting expectations for their grade level

Use tools/technology as part of their instruction to strengthen your child's 

learning and development

Help students understand how to use new technologies, including AI, 

responsibly, effectively, and safely

SPLIT SAMPLE: Give parents the opportunity to share their opinions 

about what students should learn in the classroom

SECOND TIER RATINGS
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63%
67% 67% 67%

58%
65% 65%

60%

49%▲
55% 55% 55% 57%▲ 59%

46%▲
42%

28% 27% 25% 25% 24% 23% 23% 22% 22% 22%
21% 20% 18% 18% 18% 17%

Worries
Extremely/Somewhat worried Extremely worried

Your child 

experienc-

ing violence 

at school 

Your child's 

emotional 

well-being

Your child 

spending 

too much 

time on 

screens

Your child 

facing peer 

pressure

Being able 

to pay for 

your child's 

college 

education 

Your child 

using the 

Internet/ 

social media 

safely & 

responsibly

Your child 

facing a job 

market 

where many 

roles are 

reduced/

eliminated 

by AI

Your child 

finding a job 

or career 

that will pay 

them 

enough to 

live comfort-

ably

Your child's 

math skills 

Your child 

developing 

life skills, 

such as 

problem 

solving, 

communi-

cation, 

teamwork

AI replacing 

your child's 

relation-ship 

with their 

peers/ other 

students

Being able 

to pay the 

bills 

Your child 

being on 

track with 

the 

academic 

expecta-

tions for 

their grade

Your child 

gaining the 

knowledge 

and skills 

needed to 

be ready for 

college

Your child's 

reading 

skills 

Your child 

missing too 

many days 

of school

Children’s Well-Being Tops Parent Worries
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As a parent, to what extent do you worry about each of the following?

Ranked by % 

Extremely worried

More of a 

worry for 

National 31%

More of a worry for 

National 26% 

Less for $100k+ HHI 13%

Less of a 

worry for 

National 15%

▲/ indicates a statistically 

significant difference compared to 

previous survey iterations.



Black Parents Indicate Greater Worry on Most Items, 
Compared to their Counterparts
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As a parent, to what extent do you worry about each of the following?

Ranked by % 

Extremely worried

% extremely worried Total Black Hispanic White ES MS HS IEP/504
No 

IEP/504

Your child experiencing violence at school 28% 35% 32% 22% 28% 32% 25% 33% 23%

Your child's emotional well-being 27% 36% 34% 14% 28% 21% 30% 32% 21%

Your child spending too much time on screens (i.e., having too much screen time) 25% 30% 20% 27% 24% 27% 26% 31% 19%

Your child facing peer pressure 25% 39% 31% 11% 26% 22% 26% 29% 20%

Being able to pay for your child's college/postsecondary education 24% 31% 24% 17% 27% 22% 21% 26% 21%

Your child using the Internet and social media safely and responsibly 23% 24% 21% 32% 20% 30% 20% 27% 19%

Your child facing a job market where many roles are reduced or eliminated by AI 23% 31% 24% 16% 23% 23% 23% 26% 19%

Your child finding a job or career that will pay them enough to live comfortably 22% 33% 23% 15% 24% 25% 17% 25% 19%

Your child's math skills 22% 26% 28% 13% 23% 27% 17% 29% 15%

Your child developing life skills, such as problem solving, communication, 

teamwork
22% 26% 24% 18% 21% 28% 15% 28% 15%

AI replacing your child's relationships with their peers/other students 21% 26% 24% 11% 20% 24% 18% 23% 18%

Being able to pay the bills 20% 32% 20% 14% 19% 23% 19% 23% 17%

Your child being on track with the academic expectations for (his/her) grade 18% 30% 16% 14% 17% 20% 19% 24% 12%

Your child gaining the knowledge and skills needed to be ready for college 18% 26% 19% 10% 20% 19% 14% 24% 11%

Your child's reading skills 18% 21% 18% 15% 21% 14% 17% 25% 9%

Your child missing too many days of school 17% 20% 19% 15% 14% 23% 15% 25% 8%



10%

49%

18%
14%

4% 5%
1%

All A's Mostly
A's and

B's

Mostly
B's

Mostly
B's and

C's

Mostly
C's

Mostly
C's and
D's or
lower

Not sure

NYC Parents Believe Their Child is Doing Well 
Academically, But Fewer Cite A’s & B’s 
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34%

44%

18%

3%

0%

5 – Your child is excelling 
academically

4

3

2

1 – Your child is 
struggling academically

Parents indicate how they feel their child is doing 

academically in school, where a 5 means the child is 

excelling in school academically and a 1 means the child 

is struggling academically.

78% 
of NYC Parents 

believe their child 

is doing well 

academically 

77% Mostly Bs or Better

(Oct 2025: 81%) 

What Grades Their Child Typically Gets

White Parents: 88%

MS Parents: 86%

No IEP/504: 83%

ES Parents: 72%

National: 71%

No IEP/504: 88%

White Parents: 86%



Perception Gap About Grade Level Achievement  
Dropping Over Time
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93%
91%

89%
86%

94%

81%▼

47%

52%

47% 48%

54%
50%

46%

39%
42%

38%
40%

30%▼

March '23 June '23 April '24 July '24 Oct '25 May '26

At/Above Grade Level in Math

At/Above

At

Above

GBG Campaign GBG Campaign

94%
92%

89% 88%

95%

87%▼

42%

48%

43%

45%
49%

51%52%

44%

46%

43%
46%

37%▼

March '23 June '23 April '24 July '24 Oct '25 May '26

At/Above Grade Level in Reading

GBG Campaign GBG Campaign

-10
-9

-13 -8



Perceptions across Age of Child, Borough and IEP/504
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Total ES MS HS Manhattan Brooklyn Queens Bronx
Staten 

Island
IEP/504

No 

IEP/504

Math

At/ Above Grade Level 81% 80% 80% 82% 79% 86% 78% 78% 74% 73% 89%

Above Grade Level 30% 28% 30% 34% 26% 38% 28% 28% 29% 23% 38%

At Grade Level 50% 53% 50% 47% 53% 48% 51% 50% 45% 50% 51%

Below Grade Level 18% 17% 20% 18% 20% 13% 20% 21% 26% 25% 10%

Reading/ELA

At/ Above Grade Level 87% 84% 82% 97% 87% 92% 87% 82% 91% 84% 92%

Above Grade Level 37% 33% 37% 41% 30% 45% 39% 32% 37% 29% 45%

At Grade Level 51% 51% 45% 56% 57% 47% 48% 49% 54% 54% 47%

Below Grade Level 11% 14% 14% 3% 12% 8% 10% 12% 9% 15% 5%

When it comes to each of the areas listed below, is your child achieving…?

No significant differences by race/ethnicity.



79%
75% 75%

69% 72%
67% 68%

75%
67% 65%

75%

59%
66%

62%
69%

58%

47%
42% 40% 37% 35% 35%

34% 33% 32% 32% 32% 29% 28% 28%
28% 25%

Worries
(among below grade level in either subject, n=102)

Extremely/Somewhat worried Extremely worried

Your child's 

math skills 

Your child's 

emotional 

well-being

Your child 

facing peer 

pressure

Your child 

developing 

life skills, 

such as 

problem 

solving, 

communi-

cation, and 

teamwork

Your child 

experienc-

ing violence 

at school 

Your child 

finding a job 

or career 

that will pay 

them 

enough to 

live 

comfortably

Your child 

gaining the 

knowledge 

and skills 

needed to 

be ready for 

college

Your child 

being on 

track with 

the 

academic 

expectations 

for their 

grade

Your child 

using the 

Internet and 

social media 

safely and 

responsibly

Being able 

to pay for 

your child's 

college 

education 

Your child 

spending 

too much 

time on 

screens 

(i.e., having 

too much 

screen time)

Being able 

to pay the 

bills 

Your child's 

reading 

skills 

Your child 

missing too 

many days 

of school

Your child 

facing a job 

market 

where many 

roles are 

reduced or 

eliminated 

by AI

AI replacing 

your child's 

relationship 

with their 

peers/other 

students

Parents with Children Below Grade Level are More 
Worried about Academic Performance and Well-Being
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As a parent, to what extent do you worry about each of the following?

Ranked by % 

Extremely worried

Bolded numbers are significantly higher than at/above grade level in both subjects.



They want greater visibility into what 

their children are learning and 

consistently express a desire to be 

informed and have an opportunity to 

share their thoughts/opinions about it 

should they choose to do so.  

OPPORTUNITY: Supporting school 

leaders and teachers in providing 

parents clearer, consistent insight into 

what’s being taught, what expectations 

their child needs to meet, and how 

learning progresses across the school 

year.

#1 | Parents want to be 

partners, not observers 

LEARNING HEROES 35

Implications & Opportunities

Parents are largely satisfied with 

instruction, yet many still lack the 

information they need to support 

learning outside of school. The lowest-

rated items across the survey 

consistently relate to parents' 

understanding of how to support 

learning at home. 

OPPORTUNITY: Parents want to 

understand what their child is learning 

and how to help. The shift to evidence-

based curriculum creates an 

opportunity to build a stronger bridge 

between classroom learning and 

support at home.

#3 | Opportunity for Greater 

School-Home Alignment

Helping with homework is the most 

common action parents report taking to 

support their child's education.  Parents 

also report limited visibility into 

curriculum and uncertainty about how 

to support learning in ways that align 

with classroom instruction. 

OPPORTUNITY: Meeting parents 

where they already are to bolster their 

involvement. By connecting homework, 

grade-level expectations, and 

classroom learning more explicitly, 

schools can help families support 

learning with greater confidence and 

impact.

#2 | Parents want more 

guidance to support 

classroom efforts at home



Contact

Follow us on Instagram:       

@learning.heroes

Bibb Hubbard

Founder & CEO, Learning Heroes

bhubbard@learningheroes.org

David Park

President, Learning Heroes

dpark@learningheroes.org

Adam Burns

Executive Vice President, Edge Research

burns@edgeresearch.com

Like us on Facebook:       

/Bealearninghero

Follow us on Twitter:

@bealearninghero

Follow us on LinkedIn:       

@learning-heroes-us
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